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FERTLIZATION IN MAMMALS 
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Female reproductive tract with highly 
specialized set of tissue 

Regulation of gametes in 
transportation and maturation 

Ampulla (site of fertilization) 

Oocyte released from 
ovary surrounded with 
matrix containing cumulus 
cells 

Entry in oviduct 

Cilary beating and 
muscle contraction 

Sperm 

Vagina 

*Muscular activity of uterus 
*Sperm motility 

*Directional cues- 
Temperature gradient between 
the regions of oviduct 
*Chemical cues- 
From oocyte/ cumulus 

Sperm before entering 
ampulla binds with the 
membrane of the oviduct 
cells (in the narrow passage 
of isthmus) (Suarez,1998) 

(Capacitation) 

Dissociation of bonds 

(Regions of oviduct 
before ampulla) 

Slow down sperm release 

*Prevention of polyspermy 
*Extending the active life of span 
of sperm 
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