This is the 'plakula’ theory, invoking a flattened disc of cells (rather than a hollow ball) as thékplqkuld*s'tn‘g’é
precede a gastraea. The theory (again of nineteenth century pedigree) was revived by Grell (1971, 198: L)\‘w
particular reference to the placozoans, peculiar animals that have a dorsal layer of flagellated cells 'and a ven
absorptive layer with little in between. A

However, since they do have a certain amount of intervening parenchyma, it seemimwmm;
a planula grade as discussed below, and to do without the confusing plakula grade; especially as Trichoplax in fact
passes through a perfectly good blastula stage to arrive at its adult morphology.
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